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SU) MMARY: (Ender concise summery of report. Giee significance in final ons-centence paragraph. Liat inclaeures a lower left. Begin tert of report om AF Form 119—Part 11.) 
On 22 July and 1 August 1953 Seaman Apprentice Charles 5. De verrest, a student 
a% tae Fiset Gonar Sehool, United States jiaval Base, ‘ey dast, lorida, ovserved an 
aerial coject in the sky over the town of “ey west. The first sierting was between 
t 2200 and 2230 EST and the — Was at °135 SST. The object arneared to be about 


| appeared to have been skeptical of his own sighting and checkec it against whatever 


seeaed rapidly from low on che western sxyline to a point uirectly (orward and over- 
agad, then blinked out immediately vefore descending *elow the eastern skyline. ¢cn 

1 August it appeared at tne same point on the horizon but was obscured oy clouds at 
the zenita of ite flight path. No mechanical characteris<ics were noted. The cbject 
ade at gg equal chanzes in course laterally curing ite observation out was not 
observed to modify a regular are vertically. The ciserver dces not appear to ve ex- 
tremely extrovert, appeared (a ve very stadle, and cesires no puvlicity; ratner, he, 
at times, gave the indication ne wished he had not broucht up the matter. 


This office hes no comment upon the report other than te note that the observer 


<nown data were available to him with the result that he decided he had seen some 
object with which he was not fmiliar. 
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the interview continued and ne was conversing nore easily at the end. 

.t no time did he exhibit any cxcitement about the simhting. ‘ls vave 
the impression that ie wanted to te very exact in his onswers and sive 
precise data for all aspects of nis cbservation. “‘%¢e¢ stated Ae had not 
wentioned the sighting to any newssapers and he would not trust them to 
vive a true version of his account, nor te crvutect Sim from omblic ridi-g 
cule. He asked for end receive cemacssion to call tne interviewinc 
o.fieer's home, collect, in tre event he aade anoWer si htine. 


Mis, 


| ’. «eather and winds slort conciticns «% tize anc lace of gichtinzs were 
| 98 tollowa: 


at phy 


yeather: Cctserver reported @ “broken overcast" sich cleared up turliciently 
to leave «cst. of the sicy clear. —_louds -ere Tre ortee ss solid © the vest in tae 
|} area of the objeet's apcearsnce. § cheex +. 5m the CU office of the’ .S. eather 
areau at “occa Chiesa Key reveslied tne foliowin: data: ‘ ‘eiling 22,390 = 26,000, taia 
scattered cloucs; visibility ten wiles, ‘enperatere 7h? 3 dewroint 73; relative 
vwmidity 954%; sea lewel pressure 1016.9 ~illibvars; altimeter setting 30.02 inches; 
| station sressure 30.005; dry “1b reading 7.4, wet bulb reading 73.2; winds sast two 
miles ver hours tetel sky cover five tenths, zero altocumlus at 1,000 feet, five 
tegths cirrus at a feet; two tenths of the cover opacre, three tenths transverent. 
sequence, 00802 3505 23307 34.09 4351, 2517 63517 3515 
4342S 63216 53117 03217. Time = 2200 IST, 9300 2. 


lL Ausust 
eather: Obeerver reorted e heavy overcast stretching from the eastern 


x. 


11lh, no further dsta. Tine 2200 EST, 


g- We mumal activity or comiition, neteorelorical or otherwise, was re- 
2ereed or diseovered waieh aizht account for cae sightings. 
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torta-south line and that be attempted to maintain a check on the flict vath by ‘his 
nethed cireugneut the observetions. cn this basis, he stated ine cbject wag noticed 
first ive west at approxiaately 30° above the horizon and immediately above the sxy 


} line which was formed by trees surrounding the houge. 1% proceeced ceneraily tue 


east, excent for the maneuvers described in oar@greon a above. io Gstimate oi the 


| Gistance or height was attempted by the observer since, he stated, be did not know 


| the trve site of the object. Ue stated the object cid not trevei as “ast as 3 Meer. 


2. The observer stated that on 2) July Se was accompenied by his wife an 


wat ! ‘lied his landlady, 4 Hrs. $ | and her nother, ace tmxnowm, cut oF the 
mse fo item the ob4ect. Gi dAuzuet be was Alone when he first soticed tae oojact 
wd calles pis wive, «re. QB, ane “:3. winner out to vatch the object avain. 
in@ toree weocenr re mot : Caryl owen ine to time Lindi tétions. Server, >aascan 
sereantice < isa | Forrest, ($50/)i995, 18 & student at ; jee SONaP cenoei, 


27 aadtbe e onlicsted on ° Ueteober 152 is [8rent'? lone os o QR RP: 
ester, egonsylvania. so: be lives :1°h 1.13 wite 46 $2. ~Laenton treet, (ay «est. 
ic :a@3 OCeen married <cnoros i aateiy Six NonWis. .¢ 1485 2O CA.Uren or cevendcents otiecr 
than his vite. Jo was torn on 1) July 1731 ami is 22 fears old. ww completed two 
vears of senecling a% La ‘eallw Colleges, “i\ilacielonhia, where ce sa jored in saglish 
literature and «incred 14 i4i.uexz®@ axd oovormment. <.c¢ 45 worxec ..vring suamer vaca 
clema wa lifs guara, lite  ~ard supervicor, ani caup comsellor., ax he was employed 
ia the wintehense department of La Salle, during his acadesic years, as a senerai 
waintenance worker. {e is  sirly fasiliar wita astronomy, claixing to ve able to 
recemgiise a few major constellations, but he stated he is not interested in astronomy 
23 such, being mainly concerned with the subject through his long ctamiing interest 
in celestial navigation in whieh he would like to make a carevr. ie acvanced no 
opimions as te what caused the sightine sther than that he believed he sew some tyme 
f powered aircraft with reat paneuverability. ie further stated he believes "Tlying 
sauoers" ai zht exist out tha he is not very concerned, wid i3 not worried, about the 
: | | poens. ie was empnatie in desliaring the objest did not recen- 
cole a sirereft lending licht bat that it did resemble m aircraft ruming light ani 

: | rat: course, be believed it was the tail ruming lizht 
> in the summer ef 1949, mile he was ea 
City, hew Jersey, he noticed an otject which wes 
astallie flash first observed as stationary on 
angle end disappearing, after a very amooth but 
on the water at the tice, in the «arly moming, 
: of the effects of clouns, water, and the 
. de did mot report the sighting. on 2h July 
Haval Base at kay sest amd the iavai Air station 


at Boca « ion Key Dat both Lines were ovsy. fie them calles the “AP *o rsvort the 


‘Lamting. ‘t that time, be stated, te ceard the TAP >coarator interrupt tne converssa- 
Siem to sace a weather report -8rt of .1ich was "seilinse 1500". “er receiving a 
tld vernal reprimand tc sane nizt Lrom Gre Officer of “16 Tay or (se tfteer of 
8 Cuara «tt wie Sonar ccnool iar iailure ‘© sersist in hia «forts to contset that 
fice, “ 6Ttga “Re usus= simiting clrectly wo tie -onear 1002 \mo #88 ite 
winnie —ation would be -assed a t 1e Let ; hen B aw. 
a ates wit . ma? B. : a MW Sal 
ir. 3 - es 2S Py er Fwy fav. he ‘sor ‘ at -t p,edied 6 
sd. @GZ@ 20. Soeerver "Xc@ot GurTisg Guty .onrs. i& Jsupercviser 
V% 12m 4 Character rating ci “very cog" ‘above recrvach® me 


SCTLo@a sl@ @S Quiet, -oasclentiscus, 2 iow stusent - aAet out- 
sieading dub above averaye. To hia interviewer soszerver appeared 


te os stable, well adjusted, poised, but at first extremely reserved 
ond would net elaborate on-nig answers except in response te per- 


a Aa Se 


=. 


reiut of Dissppearance ~~ * 5 ee 
i 1 August 1ys3 


—_ «a... 


, es > ns, ins 
point of ia | 
2 duly, 1 August 1953 


WORLD AliltdwAl:r ICAL CliaAkT 
LAKE Ota  . (525) 


Und ted Stas Ga 


i, Seaie 1:1,000,000 


u 
62° 30' wW 


Fulat of 
Ubséeirvabtionu 
24° 30' w 
62° L8' w 


eo=teerl VI 


I ol ~ 4 hy | 

| g 

eee Ves ed cal ¥1i wait rekli t * 

Y | Eat | Pidene » 5 8 kxaci. Listeuce 
wt Lls ul Filght Pali ae. [e ~~  UnKnoOwn 
ee Ss ee ot 5 4Hahelver pat id Yi 

© pe 


| Eyjlarged for Glurity 


2y° x 
Bi" Wy 


Key West, Florida 


24 July 1953 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Description 


Between the hours of 2200 and 2230 EST, a student at the Fleet Sonar 
School, United States Naval Base, Key West, Florida, observed an uniden- 
tified flying object in the sky over the town of Key West. The object 
appeared to be approximately the size of a pin point or a star, very 
vright white in color, proceeded repidly from low on the western sky- 
line to a point directly forward and overhead, The odject then blinked 
out momentarily before descending below the eastern skyline. No sero- 
dynamic features, trail, exhaust, propulsion system, or sound were noted. 
Speed was reported as unknown, eince the observer did not know the ob- 
ject's true size or ite distance from him. The observer stated that the 
object appeared to move in regular 6mooth circles. 


Discussion 


Inquiry waa mute as to the observer's general reputation and 
character. His sipervisor in Sonar Operations stated that he had no 
knowledge of the observer except during duty hours. The supervisor 
gave him a character rating of “very good", “above reproach", and des- 
cribed him as a quiet, conscientious, good student - not outstending 
but above average. ‘jie interviewer stated that the observer appeared 
to be stable, weil-atjusted, and very consistent with nis answers aiter 


considerable questioning. 

The weather at the time of the observation was reported as a broken 
overcast. Clouds vere reported to be solid to the west where the object 
@isappeared. A check with CAA office of U.S. Weather Bureau at Boca 
Chica Key revealed a ceiling of 22,300 feet. 


There were several aircraft in the area and one of them was equip- 
ped with a searchlight. There is & probability that the ooserver sav 
the searchlight scanning the area. 


Conclusion 


Other - Probably searchlight on aircraft. 
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Dear Capt. Harding ; 


We have been so busy with the Black Hawk, S. Dakota case that 
I've only just now gotten dom to looking over the large batch of accum- 
wlated reports. I must say that compared with Black Hawk, none of. these 
approaches that incident in .interest. There are a fos interesting sight- 
ings, but on none of these is information sufficient to make a follow-up 
rofitable. 


Of the interesting ones, the very similar sightings of 2k July and 
1 August at Key Yest, would warrent follow-up if they were more recente 
With present Tnforceation I have no suggested explanatione 


The 25 July terrin AFB Texas also holds possible interest from the 
standpoint of maneuvers and the fact they were observed from the Control 
Tower and by civilians of Demison, Texase 


It is tee bad there is not more information on Creola, Ala. These 
Cases cover four s+pacate days. There is possibly pay dirt in these. 


Finally, (he Sidi Slimane sighting is definitely puzzling and will 
probably have to remain on the books as unexplained. 


As for the remaining 30 or so, there is so little information con- 
cerning those wich do net have obvious explanations that there is no per= 
centage whatever ‘n considering them seriously. 


Thus, out of the total number there are independent sets which, 
if staf? and tine » were available, would be interesting to pursue. Personally, 
I vote for sticking with the Black Hawk case until we have squeezed it dry. 
I feel certain that if this case can be explained, others would follow suit. 


Concerning the Black Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly out surely 
with the investigation. Sclid objects are certainly incicatec oy the eviaence. 
Since the observations covered several hours and s\ ghtinzs were both visual 
and radar, it is important, in my estimation, that we continue to pursue this 
since failure to identify pinpoints a possible real weakness in our defense 
sateup. f= heee to have a preliminary report on this case for you s00Re. 
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A to CUB atest tre Fleet sonar schol st Key West, 710., csverved on wmiden= 
tified eurial ehjest at 244199 BAT 2b Jal 53. Jequest thet your argacisation yarfars 


| the investignties eccarding to AFL 20-5. 
| “née Camber was advised vy t2e Maxwell Vlignt Service Center of the alove sighting. 
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AF FORM 112—PART Il 


APPROVED 1 JUNE (908 fe 

AIR iNTELé 

FROM (Ayency) Ik Lia eek. ULL LG® | AePORT NO. 
456th Trp Carr Wg (¢) | 


MIA, “Vamh, Fl ___| PAC TRa23-53 | mee 2 a a, 


| 1. Tlevsort follews of the inrormation ootainéd by this office in comsliance wita 
messasze © lI N-ATIAE-7=25-3 from the Comsander, ATIC, Wricht Patterson Af3. Jelay ia 
| reperting vas caused by inability to cantact the coserver due to the messa:e Laving 
-| been received on Saturday, 1 August 1953, the tine coneueed in arranging for 2 defri- 
| pite time snd olace for interviewing the oblserver, and ine need tor coordinating 
available trensportetion consistent with tne scneduled comaitments of this ving ia | 
soving to “+srleston, Sovth Carolina. Complete cooceration wes «extenced by all levels 
of ectand contacted, botn Air "orce a0 (avy, im crdsr to insure completion of Me 
| investi-saticen. Pertinent information i3 suemittea im tne orcer established ov para 
ereamm ic, API 200— 5, 


Rn niy one ooject was sighted on each cccasion. 1° was very oricht wiite 
in coier out so small that the observer stated he could just oarsliy see it. It was 
Tspertec *) se aheut tae sine of 4 Din s©int or a stay of ordinary size «nd lusisence. | 
YO aerocynanmic features, trail, exhaust, srooulsion system, or sound were ooservead. 
Speed was resorted a8 unknown, since one ooserver cid not «iow the object's true size 
or its digtanee from him. [° was reported to nave traversed an ole of 120° from 
east to cast in one ag one half ninutes curing *he -irst si <Ating on 2 July 1953 
and SO” in approximately forty secends Guring the second gi jting on 1 ‘ugust 1953. 
| The obtect cook ap arved utreidght course, vertically, from wast *o cast; nowever ; 
lateral cancuvers were 34id to have been otvserved on both cccasions. These smeuvers, 
or changes of course, were described as lateral 5° angular legs, or 21g sags, along 
, qed level or latere] circles. The observer was insistent that 


that. they varied from side to side along the vertical course. As 
interviewing officer, these chanzes in course can be aost accurately . 
: @f eeurse em eirereft would take in trecking a beam wrile aain- 
‘circles, or turns, were cescribed as rerulsr, sucoth, and all 


the moos Light as being very bright during the entire oteervation on 2h 


re 2h July and 1 Angust the “times of sighting were resorted to be be- 
2135 UST, resvectively. Convertac to 7 time these 


ay 


‘he first gishting lastes “sr  -normri mately one ana 
(or acorextmeately rorty -econus. "*® LSerTer's *i2e 
| ~otimates ere cneeked Sy “le intervTiewer ov tanole time Seovences: “2 2 server was 
msicters _° Sisv estimates, 
OAeTrrFa Lions «ar ua Mas. F IPS 2 % Ica ey Se ae eet Te 
407" > 7 if (98s a +3! “ 3 Lae Pine 29 + "eS91. 2n fb. 


erver Was stangiag on we wren of 413 .anclacr’s wise ieee 
lh. «y s@gtg coorcinaves 24° CU 4 32° bd' 4. Coserver stated that he 
‘ad, prior © ‘ne signtings, cetarmiaed wet the submarine base, Ley -est, ana his 
_ap@lasdy‘s oovse were en a direct north-sout ling amd that he tock mis fact inte 
.9eeunt when ooserving the object. He stated that imuediately upon ocserving ths 
: fest he faced toward it and *aiced the anels af an.ewn eh te Ghee bee - + 4 . 


